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Tackling Drugs – the real cost of budget cuts?
By Uzair Saif  Qureshi

( Institute of Education, Leeson St. Dublin 2)

 Most of the stars in the EU flag have gotten their sparkle back or in other words most of the EU states are out of recession but some are still lingering towards it. Ireland was considered to be recovering at the beginning of December 2009 but like the bitter snow, the recession is leaving behind its own black ice. Budget cuts are making sure the world of drugs is becoming more permeable and easily accessible. There is less security due to job cuts, making                      way for drug trafficking to become stronger. According to Drugnet, 6% of Adults 18 years of age and over illegally used drugs in 2008 (SLAN 2008). The most commonly reported illegal drug in each of the Regional Drugs Task Force areas was Cannabis, with proportions ranging between 36% in the East Coast areas and 13% in the North West. The top four drugs ever used included Cocaine. 
  According to the Central Statistics Office 2008, both cocaine and heroin abuse increased since 2003, with heroin augmenting by 47.7% during 2005-2006. 2507 people were convicted of possession of drugs according to the Central Statistics Office 2008. During the first nine months of last year, the number of drug-drivers detected rose to 600 from 490 for the same period of time in 2008, an increase of more than 22%. This increase was mainly due to less Gardai employed on the roads to stop drug-driving. Budgets cuts got to the security and safety force, hence an increase was observed in drug-drivers. The percentage of drivers who drive while under the influence of drugs has augmented by an alarming 70% over the last five years as well but the greatest rise was observed between 2008 onwards therefore from the beginning of the recession when budgets cuts were made, (Irish Independent, January 2010). 

   An important study published in 2008 highlighted that the percentage of  Irish people who used any illegal drug in Ireland rose from 18.5 per cent of the population in 2002-03 to 24 per cent in 2006-07 according to the National Advisory Committee on Drugs (NACD), (Irish Medical Times, January 2010). The six Dublin divisions of Garda Stations illustrated a collective four times increase in drug cases from 1,468 cases between January and September of 2004 to 5,377 cases in the first nine months of 2008. However, between January and September of 2009, the percentage of cases reduced in 16 of the 28 Garda divisions. Generally, the decline was below 10%, (Irish Times, January 2010). 
   Budget cuts have a relatively strong effect on Drugs but there are signs that many preventive measures have been taken to prevent drug use and trafficking according to drugnet 2009. Family and school based prevention was looked at by the Ireland's National Drugs Strategy. Tackling with drugs with budgets cuts is a difficult task but there are still developments being made in this relation, to prevent an overall increase in drug use and trafficking. Budget cuts allowed for no change in tobacco tax  and excise duty on alcohol was reduced by 12c cut on beer and cider, 14c cut on a measure of spirits, (RTE News, December 2009). This change was targeted to increase government revenue because it will lead to increase in the consumption of Alcohol but something that has gone unnoticed by the policy makers is that Alcohol, Tobacco, and Drugs are highly interlinked and an increase in use of any one of them will lead to an augmented consumption of others. As previously seen, in the 80s, when people had to face a financial downturn, they tended to take refuge in drugs to get away from their financial crisis. This led to an increase in the abuse of drugs and it is quite obvious that this will be the case again. 
Budget Cuts can lead to dire consequences when dealing with Alcohol and Drugs; however there are other changes in the budget that will also trigger difficulties when tackling with drugs. Liquidation due to the recession of companies such as E.P. Mooney is causing a greater number of people signing on to the Live Register and due to an increase in unemployment, more people are seen being involved in issues such as drug trafficking. However, research work is currently being carried out by the NACD to figure out methods of controlling Drug abuse and all the issues related to it.
   The real cost of Budget Cuts to drugs is quite obvious from the statistics above but it is not all that bleak, schools  are trying to involve their students in talks about drugs and their harmful effects even with very few government grants, many committees are still hard at work trying to prevent drug abuse. However, nothing can be overlooked as rehabilitation centres and drug abuse lines are finding it difficult to manage with very little support due to the budget changes.  
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If you’d like to talk to someone about the issues raised here or if you’d like to find out more about the ‘Let’s Talk About Drugs’ Media Awards, please contact the Greater Blanchardstown Response to Drugs.

Tel: (01) 826 23 64 or e-mail info@gbrd.ie
