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To know what budget cuts are we need to know what a budget is; a budget is the government’s annual financial plan for the entire country.  The Irish government usually prepares a budget for the following reasons: to let them know in advance when they’ll run short of money (deficit) or when they’ll have money left over (surplus) in both cases the government should then formulate plans, to arrange extra money in a deficit situation or to invest the extra money when there is a surplus. Its major purpose is to show the government, the areas where they are over spending and to highlight areas where they need to increase their spending. 
When tackling with issues of drug use and abuse the government needs to spend money on individuals or organisations, who could possibly be the stakeholders in the fight against the increasing numbers of drug users.  These stakeholders include the Gardai, the HSE (health services executives), the judicial sector, and lastly organisations such as the GBRD, that help educate people in society about drugs and also assist those who want to stop continuing to deal with drugs. If these stakeholders are not supported by the government then the number of people taking illegal drugs will continue to increase as there will be fewer people to stop, treat and monitor these addicts. According to websites like irish health.com the number of people addicted to heroin was an estimated 13000 people in 2001, and in 2003 Ireland had one of the highest levels of drug related deaths in all of Europe. 

However  the Irish government has taken “tackling with drugs” out of their current agenda, as the budget for 2010 shows that the government is taking the issue of rising numbers of  drug users too lightly. The budget illustrates the following cutbacks;according to the Irish Times, spending on public services is being reduced, public sector workers can expect to recieve a pay cut from 5%-15%, depending on their salaries, no pay increase for judges during the lifetime of the current government, and also the gov. are  planning to reduce the excise duty  on things like alcohol. All of this clearly indicates that the government does not care about the real cost of these budget cuts on soceity as a whole, because if the government doesn’t  aid these stakeholders than the numbers of drug addicts will only increase and anarchy will prevail.
 As the stakeholders will no longer have any kind  incentive to help drug users in terms of finding those that need help, treating them and monitoring them to make sure that they’re numbers stay down more and more people may start to become addicted. Even if  these drug addicts get to an addiction centre they need to be managed by an entire team of multi-disciplinary doctors, nurses, and social workers to educate, support,  and of course treat these patients, after that they require continuous counselling etc to rehabilitate them into normal society. But all of these individuals and organisations require aid from the government without its grants none of these people can continue to operate properly and hence to reduce the number of addicts in the country. 
In my opinion the government needs to reconsider the cutbacks made in the budget simply to reduce the numbers of drug addicts and hence the number of drug related deaths in the country. This can only be possible if the government spends money on things like supporting projects such as the Merchants Quay Project which has been successfully rehabilitating addicts into a normal life in conjunction with UCD, they also help train addiction treatment workers for the health boards and community groups in order to share their knowledge with others and stop others from ruining their lives.  As the money saved from these budget cuts is not more important than the cost of increased drug dealing and drug related deaths. Apart from that budget cuts will act as a complete disincentive for the people working to reduce this problem in Ireland whether it be the doctors, nurses, social workers or the organisations that go to the streets to prevent further people from becoming addicts. The Gardai have also played a great role in trying to diminish drug dealing in society by keeping a strict eye on any drugs related issue. Therefore most importantly these “stakeholders” need to be paid well and kept incentivised by the government through the budget to help tackle with the issue of drugs. As most of these workers are in the public sector and can only be funded by the government to reduce what are the real costs of budget cuts. 
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If you’d like to talk to someone about the issues raised here or if you’d like to find out more about the ‘Let’s Talk About Drugs’ Media Awards, please contact the Greater Blanchardstown Response to Drugs.

Tel: (01) 826 23 64 or e-mail info@gbrd.ie
