[image: image1.jpg]let’s talk

about drugs

MEDIA AWARDS




CATEGORY: AGE 12 – 14




WINNER
Head Shops - Legal or Illegal?

By Rebecca Murphy 

(Rockford Manor Secondary School, Blackrock, Co. Dublin)
There is a serious concern about Head Shops in the country. Do you think Head Shops should be legal or illegal in our country? A Head Shop is a retail outlet that specializes in drugs that are LEGAL. The popularity and rang of legal substances have rapidly increased in the past 12 months. 

For example, ‘Up in Smoke’ is a Head Shop in Enniscorthy that is said to be strictly over 18’s but is still reported to have sold to teenagers as young as fourteen. In my opinion any drugs can kill any age of people so even though there is an age restriction, it is still HIGHLY dangerous and after many drug-related deaths in Ireland, they now have the nerve to have Head Shops selling authorized drugs to citizens who could suffer and even loose their lives by taking these permitted drugs. I do not see how these shops are allowed to open!! It does no good for individuals’ heath.  


In other terms, it was said in a Sunday newspaper that Irish Head Shop enterprises, which has a store in Dublin, had made a profit, in 2008, of more than €1.68 million. 

What I would like to know is who gives these Head Shop owners permission to get liability insurance because it is essential to have this insurance before opening these shops. Now there is said to be over 30 Head Shops in the country that are selling immensely life threatening drugs. Another Head Shop is ‘Tin kicker’ which was opened by Stephen Murphy on the 30th of October 2009. Stephen had put a very dull mural on the wall of his shop of Gardaí smoking ‘joint’ which is absolutely outrageous  but he was sooner asked to remove it or paint something over it.


Nirvana is also a Head Shop in South Dublin which was opened in 1993. This means it was operating in Dublin illegally for 7 years in total. It is terrible to see that no action was taken to stop these people from supplying drugs to citizens particularly to minors. 



It is also stated that Head Shops were evidently retailing drugs to children and teenagers wearing their school uniforms. This is disgraceful that the owners are getting away with this. We need to set up a very good organisation that can help people with drug addictions!! It is frightening to know anybody’s child or teenager can walk into a drug store and buy joints and tablets such as jokers, smiles and doves which are types of drugs.  


To buy drugs you don’t need a lot of money!! To purchase two tablets you only need €15. This is unacceptable and someone needs to take action, and FAST!!!! The effects of drugs are unbelievable. You can also purchase legal forms of ecstasy now called benzylpiperazine which is suppose to be safer but still should not be sold!! 


No one is forced to take drugs. We can stop people from buying them and give them proper assistance and support. If we stop the Head Shops we show people that drug abuse is NOT tolerated!! Then maybe, just maybe if we can get the message across Ireland we can stop drug abuse in other countries too. If you are a drug user please get help, TODAY!!!
END OF ARTICLE

If you’d like to talk to someone about the issues raised here or if you’d like to find out more about the ‘Let’s Talk About Drugs’ Media Awards, please contact the Greater Blanchardstown Response to Drugs.

Tel: (01) 826 23 64 or e-mail info@gbrd.ie
