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To say that Head Shops are potentially fatal would be a major under statement, on my behalf. Head Shops are businesses that survive by selling drugs that barely pass for legal highs. These so called legal highs are supposedly harmless and just a bit of fun, right? Wrong! Don’t be fooled by the bright colours found outside these shops designed to attract customers like a moth to a flame or the soothing, calming scent which lessens our awareness leaving the vulnerable buyers more willing to test the products. Altogether these shops make the perfect –human snatching- Venus fly trap. 
With Head Shops surfacing on street corners like Starbucks, they are becoming a serious problem and a hazard in a society that already has so many worries. Is taking a trip to these shops going to become a regular family ritual, along with getting the weekly shopping and having a morning coffee? The drugs sold in these seedy establishments are just as addictive and harmful as the illegal ones sold on the street and in some cases people may be taking dangerous fluids or smoking chemicals that can cause greater damage than Cannabis, which is illegal. This is the information Head Shops try to keep hidden away from the unknowing public. By using buzz words like legal highs they make it seem that the drugs can cause no harm, when realistically they are even more harmful than drugs sold on the street. Head shops earn a profit by preying on the naivety of society and the shameful truth about these shops is they can pull anybody into a world that knows no boundaries and can have serious life threatening consequences.
Sampling the products on offer at Head Shops may begin as light hearted experimentation but it can quickly spiral into a downhill disaster. Whether a person becomes addicted to the feeling of euphoria or the ability to escape the modern day pressures of life, it is amazingly easy to become attached to the carefree life associated with taking these drugs. Once the newly born drug addict becomes used to the not so legal highs they need an influx in the drug in question to maintain their buzz. Now the “legal” highs are not good enough anymore and they have become immune to the store bought stimulants. The only thing left to do is find a more effective and life destroying drug such as Cocaine or Cannabis. This shows how Head Shops are the perfect breeding ground with the optimum conditions to turn an everyday hard working citizen into a drug craving animal. Proving that Head Shops are not only dangerous but also potentially fatal.
Taking all the above information into account I was shocked to see a Head Shop pop up in the very centre of the beating heart of Finglas, The Village. Far be it for me to say what should be legal and illegal, but there is no way that in a place that is already bombarded with illegal drugs does it seem fair to make it look like any drugs are acceptable? When children living in the area see a business such as Head Candy being allowed to open, they are led to believe that taking any type of drug is not only legal but safe to do. There has been uproar in the community about the Head Shop that is open two months at the time of writing. Locals in the area are disgusted that something as harmful and potentially fatal has been allowed to open freely and think an establishment that gives the underprivileged area a bad name is not welcome. When I asked one of the members of the furious community about the opening they said, “I don’t know what they’re thinking allowing a shop like that to open up in Finglas, as if we didn’t have enough troubles already”. It is clear that the Head Shop is not welcome in the area and is causing more harm than good.
Head shops may seem harmless but in the long run they can cause serious damage to a persons life and destroy entire communities. The Government must take immediate action to make Head Shops illegal and save the future of this country before it is too late. Head shops are without a doubt more than potentially dangerous.    
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If you’d like to talk to someone about the issues raised here or if you’d like to find out more about the ‘Let’s Talk About Drugs’ Media Awards, please contact the Greater Blanchardstown Response to Drugs.
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